Quiz 8: Surprises
Due to the length of this chapter and because I cannot discuss it with you in person, I’ve decided to make this quiz a writing assignment rather than a multiple choice quiz. To further assist your writing, below are the main points of the chapter, which should help you better understand and navigate the argument Howard Zinn is making in Chapter 19.

Main Points in Chapter 19: “Surprises”
1. The political, economic, and social ferment of the 1960s created a positive environment for the growth of the counterculture movement.

2. Women of the 1960s united in many ways to give voice to their desire for liberation: demanding equality; legally challenging the right to make decisions about their own bodies; joining consciousness-raising women’s groups; and frankly discussing sex and sexual roles.

3. Within the myriad liberation efforts of the 1960s, many people expressed a desire to unite against the “common oppression... of control and indoctrination.”

4. Because the United States prison system was “an extreme reflection of the American system itself,” it was in need of the same dramatic reforms that the counterculture demanded for U.S. society as a whole.

5. During the 1960s and 1970s, there was a “loss of faith in big powers” and a corresponding “stronger belief in self.”

Choose two of the following questions. Make sure you include three premises (historical facts from the reading assignments) that support your thesis and a solid conclusion that completes your argument.  Use MLA to cite your references. 

1. Why do you think Howard Zinn entitled Chapter 19 of A People’s History “Surprises”?

2. What is feminism? How did the movement begin? What achievements have feminists made? What gains remain to be made?

3. The voices and stories in these chapters are representative of groups that have historically been marginalized. Are the voices of representatives of these groups commonly heard in the United States today?

4. What is the spark that sets off each of the movements in this chapter? Do similarities exist among the sparks that ignite the different movements? Are there seemingly struggles going on today that might “spark” social movements comparable to the 1960s? 

5. What are the similarities between the women’s rights, gay rights, prisoners’ rights, and Native American rights movements? How are they interconnected?

6. Why do you think all these movements arose at approximately the same time? What was it about the 1960s that allowed, and even encouraged, protest?

7. What do you think about the uprising at Attica? What were the goals of the prisoners? Did their conditions justify the uprising? Do you think prison conditions have changed in the last three decades? Should they change?

8. Should prisoners be allowed to organize in prison? What do you think the role of the prison should be—rehabilitation or punishment? What are the pros and cons of each position?

9. What issues surrounding treaties formed the basis for the early civil-rights movement among Native peoples? Why are some Indian Nations allowed to have year-round fishing and hunting rights in areas where non-natives must get seasonal permits? 

10. Do you think the Indians of All Tribes were justified in their occupation of Alcatraz? Why, or why not?

11. How are American Indians portrayed in your textbook? In the movies? Is this portrayal accurate? Why, or why not?

12. What conditions led to the American Indian Movement (AIM) confrontation at Pine Ridge? Do you think the actions of the AIM activists were justified? Why, or why not?

13. What other voices might have been added that might have provided a more complete understanding of Chapter 19 in A People’s History?
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